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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

1. I have the honour to introduce the reports of the Secretary-General on the budget 

performance for 2016/17, and the budget for 2018/19 for five peacekeeping missions listed in 

today’s journal [agenda items 154-MONUSCO, 157-UNMIK, 159-MINUSMA, 162-

MINURSO and 164 -UNSOS], the financing note for 2017/18 for agenda item 154-

MONUSCO, as well as the budget performance for 2016/17 for agenda item 158-UNMIL.  
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2. In respect of agenda item 154-MONUSCO in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the 

Secretary-General has proposed additional requirements of $47.9 million for 2017/18 as 

substantial changes have had a significant impact on the capacity of the Mission to implement its 

mandate.  The changes relate to the Mission’s support to the update of the electoral registry, the 

technical and financial support to the presidential and legislative elections to be held on 23 

December 2018, reinforcement of the security of United Nations premises and the protection of 

civilians following several serious attacks, and other unforeseen operational requirements. 

 

3. The Secretary-General has proposed a maintenance budget of $1,153.5 million for 2018/19, 

structured on the key recommendations of the 2017 strategic review: (i) to support the political 

process to pave the way to credible, inclusive, and peaceful elections; and (ii) to continue to 

focus on the protection of civilians.  This reprioritization has resulted in a significant 

streamlining of civilian tasks; a new architecture for the comprehensive approach to protection; 

and a shift towards an increasingly mobile “protection through projection” approach, while 

maintaining static presence where most required.  Protection through projection will allow a 

smaller size force to cover a larger geographical area which will be critical during the electoral 

period.  

 

4. In addition to the maintenance budget, a request to enter into commitment up to $84.5 

million is presented for 2018/19 for the Mission support to the 2018 presidential and legislative 

elections, as mandated by the Security Council in resolution 2348 (2017).  The estimated 

additional resources are based on a comprehensive and integrated plan, based on the information 

available at the time of preparation of the proposal.  The Secretary-General is requesting a 

commitment authority while the Mission continues to assist CENI in adjusting its operational 

strategy in preparation for the elections. 

 

5. Turning now to agenda item 157-UNMIK in Kosovo, the Secretary-General has proposed 

a budget of $37.9 million for 2018/19 reflecting an increase of 0.1 per cent compared to the 

2017/18 approved budget. UNMIK will continue to strengthen and consolidate peace, security, 

the rule of law and stability in Kosovo and the region, including its role in the promotion and 

protection of human rights in Kosovo.  In 2018/19, the Mission will continue to leverage projects 

and activities towards mandate implementation, particularly in promoting intercommunity trust-

building, human rights, and rule of law initiatives.  In line with its efforts to reduce the overall 

environmental footprint of the Mission, UNMIK continues to help mitigate the environmental 
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impact of its operations, focusing on solar power generation systems, monitoring of groundwater 

by waste water analysis, planting trees at UNMIK sites as well as undertaking regular awareness 

campaigns on mitigation of environmental impact measures. 

 

6. In respect of agenda item 158-UNMIL in Liberia, pursuant to Security Council resolution 

2333 (2016) of 23 December 2016, the Mission will be liquidated by 30 June 2018.   In 2016/17, 

UNMIL incurred $182.8 million in expenditure against approved resources of $187.1 million, an 

implementation rate of 97.7 per cent.  The reduction was primarily due to drawdown of 

uniformed, and lower operational costs for air and ground transportation, early decommissioning 

of a naval vessel, closure of sites and utilization of existing inventories.  These reductions were 

partially offset by higher than planned payments to staff members at the time of separation or 

relocation to another duty station, and the promulgation of new salary scales for national staff. 

 

7. With regards to agenda item 159-MINUSMA in Mali, the proposed budget of $1,099.5 

million for 2018/19 reflects an increase of 4.9 per cent compared to the 2017/18 approved 

budget.  The pace of implementation of the peace agreement remains slow and unpredictable 

after more than two and a half years since its signing.  This is due in part to slow engagement 

among the signatory parties, the increasing role of spoiler groups, and the continued and growing 

insecurity in the north and centre of the country, where there is a strong and expanding presence 

of violent extremist armed groups who carry out frequent asymmetric attacks. Civil unrest has 

increased and armed clashes between signatory parties of the peace agreement have taken place 

repeatedly.  In the face of these challenges, MINUSMA’s main priorities for 2018/19 will 

continue to be the provision of support to the implementation of the peace agreement, the 

protection of civilians, particularly in the northern and central regions of the country, and the 

extension of State authority, including through increased support to the Malian Defence and 

Security Forces.  The capacities of the Malian Defence and Security Forces are expected to 

increase.  It is assumed that they will progressively deploy throughout the country, and they will 

gradually develop an improved capacity to mitigate explosive threats, including explosive 

ordnance disposal, improvised explosive device disposal, and weapons and ammunition 

management.  Their capacities and those of key government institutions will remain too weak to 

independently re-assert State authority in the north and to strengthen it in the centre or to prevent 

a further deterioration of the security, humanitarian, human rights and development situation 

particularly in the centre of the country.  Support from the international community will remain 



 

4 

 

essential, including the G5 Sahel group of five countries; Mali, Chad, Mauritania, Niger and 

Burkina Faso. 

 

8. In respect of agenda item 162-MINURSO in Western Sahara, the proposed 2018/19 budget 

of $53.9 million represents a 3.6 per cent increase compared to 2017/18.  Given that the security 

and safety continues to be a growing concern for both the Mission and the parties to the conflict, 

MINURSO has undertaken several initiatives specifically to reinforce the security of team sites 

east of the berm, which will continue to be implemented in 2018/19.  The implementation of the 

mitigation and preventive measures are envisaged to bring down the risk level allowing the 

Mission to support its mandate implementation.  The Mission will continue its efforts to reduce 

the overall footprint of the Mission, focusing on the implementation of phase 3 of the drilling of 

the borehole and addressing the logistical challenges and security vulnerabilities of transporting 

water. 

 

9. With regards to agenda item 164-UNSOS in Somalia, the proposed 2018/19 budget amounts 

to $568.7 million, which represents a decrease of 2.3 per cent over the 2017/18 approved budget. 

UNSOS will continue to provide logistical support to the operations of the African Union Mission 

in Somalia (AMISOM), including through the expansion of mission enabling units (MEUs) to all 

sectors thus increasing the efficiency of delivery along the main supply routes. Through the Mine 

Action Service, UNSOS will continue to support AMISOM with options to reduce threats posed 

by improvised explosive devices.  This will be implemented through the MEUs, sector mobility 

operations, explosive detection dogs and explosive hazard clearance capacity.  In relation to 

mission support, UNSOS will focus on projects including critical security upgrades; a project to 

relocate current premises in the Mogadishu International Airport to ensure a standoff of 150 metres 

from the runway as requested by the Government of Somalia to meet International Civil Aviation 

Organization safety standards; camp infrastructure improvements; and environmental 

enhancements. UNSOS proposes to harmonize its mission support structure with other field 

missions more closely. 

 

10. Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, I look forward to the discussions on these items.  

 


